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Aim

Thiz report aims at raising awarenass towards the minority groups of Tibet that
ars undergoing various human rights violations. It covers & few major events that
occurred in 2020 and in Tanuary 2021, Global Human Rizghts Defance calls upon the
nztional and internationzl bodies for a constructive policy change in Tibat. Light needs

to be shed on the onzoing vielations towards these minority groups.
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Tibet

The Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), is a province-level entity of the People's Republic of
China (PRC). It was formally established in 1965, after the People's Liberation Army
defeated the local army and forced Tibetan representatives to accept China's sovereignty
and the region's incorporation into the People's Republic. The 14th Dalai Lama escaped
from Tibet and set up the Government of Tibetin Exile in Dharamshala, India. Some areas
formerly belonging to the Tibet Area became the Tibetan Autonomous Region, while
some otherswere incorporated into the neighbouring Chinese provinces.

Human rights violations against minorities in Tibet

As highlighted during the 43rd Human Rights Council's sessionin March, the human rights
situation in the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR) and in other Tibetan areas has
undergone a dramatic deterioration in 2020. Mass detention, torture as well as massive
infringements of civic, political and religious rights are common in several parts of China,
including Tibet.' Chinese authorities continue to restrict freedom of religion or belief,
freedom of assembly and of speech, and to deny land grabs and forced displacements in
Tibet.? The 13th Five-Year Plan (2015-2020) contained measures for the implementation of
a campaign to “sinicize” Tibet, disguising them as ways to boost economic development.’
Emblematic is the Chinese treatment of Tibetan Buddhism, which is seen as a highly
sensitive political and security concern.

Therefore, freedom of belief is harshly restricted, and Tibetan Buddhists face high levels
of religious persecution. In May, regulations for the promotion of “model areas for
national unity and progress” came into force, representing a milestone for the further
assimilation of Tibetan areas with China. According to the provisions included in the new

1. Central Tibetan Administration (2020, March 11). UN Member States raise Tibet at the 43rd UN Human Rights Council. https://tibet.net/un-member-states-raise-
tibet-at-the-43rd-un-human-rights-council/

2. Human Rights Watch, 2021. China: Events of 2020. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/china-and-tibet#

3. International Campaign for Tibet (2020, November 3). How China's 13th Five Year Plan impacted its Tibet policy. https://savetibet.org/how-chinas-13th-five-year-
plan-impacted-its-tibet-policy/
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regulations, national unity shall be promoted, among other things, in schools through
strengthened ideological, political and patriotic education to ensure the |oyalty of the next
generations.! Surveillance and intimidation have been intensified throughout the year to
prevent public protests and silence dissent. Tens of Tibetans have been arrested for
expressing peaceful opinions, engaging in legitimate activities or professing their faith to
the DalaiLama.’

Religion

Religion has historically played a key role in Tibetan identity and politics, and today it
remains one of the most distinctive aspects of Tibetans' lives. The vast majority of
Tibetans practice Tibetan Buddhism and hold a profound reverence for the Dalai Lama.
However, religion appears to be not only a matter of culture, but also a political and
security concern. Article 36 of the Chinese Constitution states that citizens enjoy “freedom

16

of religious belief.” It also bans discrimination based on religion and forbids state organs,

public organizations or individuals from compelling citizens to believe in any particular
faith. Nevertheless, the Constitution limits protection for religious practice to “normal

n/

religious activities,”" without further specifying what is considered to be normal, and

prohibits religious activities that impair public order. China has ratified all the main
international treaties and conventions regarding rights to religious, cultural and social
self-determination, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Convention

4. International Campaign for Tibet (2020, February 12). New “ethnic unity” regulations violate Tibetans’ human rights: ICT
briefing.https://savetibet.org/new-regulations-on-ethnic-unity-officially-depart-from-preferential-ethnic-policiesthreaten-tibetan-culture-and-
violate-international-human-rights-norms/

5. Human Rights Watch (2020, May 14). China: Tibet anti-crime campaign silences dissent.https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/14/china-tibet-anti-
crime-campaign-silences-dissent

6. Chinese Constitution, Art. 36

7. \bid.

8. UN General Assembly (1948, December 10). Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Art. 18
9. Ibid. Art.2

10.Ibid., Art. 29
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on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), and the UN Declaration
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance Based on Religion or Belief. The UDHR
stipulates that all people have the right to manifest their religion “either alone or in

"to be free from discrimination based

community with others and in public or in private,
on religion, and to be free to exercise religious beliefs without unnecessary government
regulations.”” The ICCPR adds that minorities have the right to profess and practice their
own religionin community with the other members of their group, without any limitations

or exceptions.

In spite of this, freedom of religion is harshly restricted and Tibetan Buddhists face high
levels of religious persecution. In the TAR and in other Tibetan areas there have been
frequent reports of forced disappearance, arrests, prolonged detention, physical abuse,
andtorture.

Political oppression

As historically known, the political oppression of the Tibetan Autonomous Region
continues to show signs of growth. As with other areas of under Chinese Republic,
constant control along with the often forceful implementation of rules occurs (such as
language, education and tight general propaganda). Strict implementation of these
political laws and rules has not stopped Tibetans from protesting and “resisting the

occupation and the destruction of theirway of life.”
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Political Prisoners

The capturing and torturing of political and human rights defenders areongoing issue in
Tibet. These individuals are often captured, tortured and detained without any legal
reasonings. Itis also common for the families of these political prisoners to not know the
location of their loved ones.
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A review on important cases of 2020

The case of Tenzin Nyima

Tenzin Wvima was a voung monk from the Dzz Wonpo monastery, in the Sichuan
province. The Chinsse authorities imitially detained him in November 201% after he and
gther young monks held a peaceful protest distributing leaflets and calling for Tibetan
independencea. According to Tibet Watch, the protest waz 2 rezponse to the Chinase
“poverty alleviation™ policy, which expropriated thouszands of Tibetans of their lands
and forced them to relocate to different regions. Wyima was released 1m MMav 2020,

but then apprehended apain on August 11, allegedly for sharing information about

the arrast and detention online, 1n particular with contacts 1n India.

Tenzis BEKHAA, Phote ceedil: FrestibeLeag

13, Human Fights Watch. {2021, January 221}, Thina: Tibetan monk dies from beating in custody. https:www hrw . org/news/2021/01/21/china-tibetan-
monk-dies-beating-custody

14, Free Tibet {2021, January 11). 19-year-old Tibetan monk Tenzin Hyima dies from injuries after police defenting.htips:/'www freetibet. org/'news-

media'na/18-year-epld-tibetan-monk-tenzin-nyima-dies-injuries-after-police-detention
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On October 9, Tenzin Nyima was admitted to 2 hospital in the provineial capital: he
had lozt conzciouzneszs and was suffering from serious injuries and an acute
respiratory infection. »He was later on dizcharged from the hospital on the grounds that
his injuriesz were bayond treatment. Despite hiz comatose state, the young monk was
1zzued with 2 court summons and demanded to appear before a court to face charges of
“meciting separatism™ on Wovember 10, wwTenzin Nyima died soon after hiz family brought

him back home, 1n January 2021.

The othar monks that took part 1n the peaceful protesztz back mn 2019 were tried behind
closed doors between November and December 2020 Three of them were sentenced to
four vearz sach after being found guilty of inciting zeparatism. Ancther voung monk was
given thrae vears in prison and Tsultrim, a minor aged 15 at the time of the protest, was
centenced to one year im prizon, both on the zame chargesz of inciting separatism. As
strezsed by Sophie Fichardson, Chinza director at Human Rights Watch, “Chineze
authorities have once again turned arbitrary detention into a death zentence,™ . like in the

case of the lama Tenzin Dalek Einpoche, who died 1m custody in 2015 .

Ibid.

16. Human Rights Watch. (2021, January 22). China: Tibetan monk dies from beating in custody. https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/21/china-
tibetan-monk-dies-beating-custody

17. Human Rights Watch. (2015, July 17). Dispatches: death of a Tibetan mank. https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/07/17/dispatches-death-tibetan-
monk

18. Free Tibet (2020, April 29).Tibetan political prisoner dies of injuries from severe beating.https://www.freetibet.arg/news-media/na/tibetan-
political-prisoner-dies-injuries-severe-beating

19. Radio Free Asia(2020, April 24). Tibetan Monk Dies After Living Two Years With Torture Injuries Sustained in
Custody.https://mww.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/gendun-sherab-04242020150923.html

Febmuany 2021
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The case of Gendun Sherab

Gendun Sherab was a monk from the Fongpo BEabten Monastery in Sog County located
in the Tibet Autonomens REegion. Gendun Sherab pazzed awav on the April 18, 2020 from
the multiple injuries he obtained 1n prison. His arrest wasz carried out m 2017 and it was
recorded that during these years in prison “Gendun was reportedly brutally beatan which
led to a severe and life-threatening injurv.” «wSources state that after his release from
prizon (which occurred after three months) he struggled with his injuries. He zought
meadical attention but was denied medication from health facilities in Lhasza due to the fact
that ke was blacklizsted as a political prisoner. This drove him to return to 2oz County fo
seek traditiomal Tibetan medicine which did not help with the pain and could not zave hiz
life.

He was detained for having zhared a meszzage from the Dalai Lama on his WelChat. As
has been demonsztrated in the last centuries, anything related to the Dalai Lama faces
severe restrictions and conseguences implameantad by the Chinese Commumnist Party. The
specificationsz of hiz arrest were dizcovered by various sources as having direct link to the
sharing of 2 document containing “a recogniticon letter from Hiz Heoliness the Dala
Lama

regarding the reincarnation of Chosgon Einpoche from Sera Je Lhopa Ehantzen.™ 1»
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The location of where Gendunsherak was captured and where he zought to find medical attention during his last years of life. Source: freetibet.org
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20, 7" Monk: forced to lzarn the Seventh Central Tibet Work Forum''( Free Tibet, 7 Qctober 2020) < https://freetibet. org/news-media/na/ monkz-forced-learn-
zeventh-central-tibet-werk-forum>

11.7" Chineze government official called for stricter policing of religions activities "' { Free Tibet, 4 December 2020)
<httpz://www. freetibet. org/newz-media/na/chinese-government-official-called-stricter-policing-
religions-activities>
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A picture of Lhamo before her attack. Source: freetibet org

The case of Lhamo

A Tibetan woman died at a hospital 1in central Tibet due to the beatings and torture carried
out by police during custody. The family was asked to come to the hospital to identify her

and found her heavily bruised and unable to speak.

Lhamo was a herder and 36-year-old mother of three from Driru County in Nagchu, which
15 governed as part of the Tibet Autonomous Region «wShe was detained on charges that
are related to sending money to family members or other Tibetans in India. Contact
between Tibetans in Tibet and others outside the region 1s highlighted as “endangering

national security” (even though this 1s not a crime under law).x

She was in good health before she was taken into custody. Police brutality on political
prisoners follows a common trend in Tibet, along with the detention of individuals without

committing any lawful crimes.
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Torture, abuse and deaths in detention are rather common in China, and target
extensively people belonging to minorities. As outlined in UN standards, cases of death
in custody must be subject to “prompt, impartial and effective investigations into the
circumstances and causes.” ::In June 2020, a collective statement from UN human rights
experts :» highlighted the need for independent investigations into a wide range of
human rights violations commaitted by the Chinese Government. Among other things,
the experts expressed concern over the repression of the population, especially
religious and ethnic minorities in Xinjiang and Tibet. As emphasized by Sophie
Fichardson, China director at Human Rights Watch,“urgent, grim cases like the
imprisonment of the voung Tibetans have prompted UN experts to call for a mechanism
to monitor and report on grave abuses by Chinese authorities. (...} A failure to hold
accountable those responsible for Tenzin Nvima's death enables further appalling

violationsg. ™ =

22. UN General Assembly (2016, January 8). Nelson Mandela Rules, rule 71.https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-priscn-reform/GA-
RESOLUTION/E_eboak.pdf

23. https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26006

24. Human Rights Watch. (2021, January 22). China: Tibetan monk dies from beating in custody. https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/21/china-tibetan-

monk-dies-beating-custody
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Human Rights events 2021

A case of self-immolation

The Chinese control over Tibetan culture and practices has generated widespread
resentment among both monastic and laypeople 1n Tibet. The most dramatic feature of
Tibetan resistance that has appeared in recent vears 1s represented by self-immolations.
According to the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT), since 2009, 156 Tibetans have self-
immolated in Tibet and China, while 10 other self-immolations by Tibetans occurred in

exile.
This was until mid-Januvary 2021, Indeed, the 157th self-immolation 1n Tibet came to light

on January 12, 2021, after being censored by CCP officials for more than five vears. That
was the case of a voung Tibetan called Shurmo who, according to the Central Tibetan
Administration, :« died after setting himself on fire on September 17, 2013, He was
protesting against the repressive policies carried out by the Chinese administration in
Tibet since 2014, and in particular those regarding restrictions on freedom of religion and

of speech. =

Due to the tight control over Tibetans' phone and online communications, information
regarding protests, expressions of dissent and subsequent arrests and detentions is
often delaved in China, and sometimes never reaches the outside world. This i1s especially

true for self-immolations, as Shurmo's case reveals.

Police marching the streets of Tibet.
Photo Credit: Freetibet.org

=
iy

[nternational Campaign for Tibet (2021, Janoary 13). Self-immolation fact sheet https://zavetibet.org tiketan-zelf-immalations

ba

6. Central Tibetan Administration (2021, Japuary 12). 2015 Tibetan self-immolation protest news surfaces more than 5 vears later [Updated].
https:/'tibet. net/20]1 3-tibetan-self-immolation-protest-news-surfaces-more-than-3-years-later
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Government clampdown arrests

Police marching the streets of Tibet. Photo Credit: Freetibet.org

Thirty Tibetans were arrested 1n pro-independence protest 1n late November and
early December 2019. These Tibetans were from the village of Dza Wonpo (
eastern Tibet). And were detained as part of a Government clampdown on

peaceful demonstrations.

Along with these arrests the police also occupied the streets to implement the
clampdown, parading with weapons and live ammunition. The Tibetans arrested were
accused of having social media contact with the outside world as well as keeping pictures
of the Dalai Lama. Tibet Watch states that “some monks in the village were also forced to
do 15 days of political re-education, as part of the crackdown.”™ :s These Tibetans now have
their phones checked and have been ordered to go the police station for interviews. They

are still being monitored to this day.

27. Free Tibet (2027, January 18). Tibetan self-immeolation protest rewealed afier five years of censorship. hiips:/Aaewew freetibet orghnews-
medianaftineran-self-immolation-gprotest-revea’ed-afier-five-years-censorship

28. Free Tibet (2020, January 7thi. Authorities arrest over 30 Tibetans in govermment clampdoven. hitpsc Sweeew freetibet.org/news-media/natauthorities-
arrest-mver-3i-tibetans-gove rnmeni-clamgedowm



Monthly Report
www.ghrd.org January 2021

Right to teach thelocal language

The Chinese authorities have declared that the use of spoken and written languages
among ethnic ministates is now unconstitutional. This seems to be an effort by the
Chinese Communist Party to assimilate minority groups, including Tibetans, into a single
Chinese identity.

The director of the Legal Affairs Committee of the National People's Congress, Shen
Chungyao, * openly said that schools in minority areas should not teach their own
languages. She states that if this is done then it is a violation of the“the country's major
reform directions” and “the provisions of the higher-level law.” * This is not the first time
that this unethical turn of events has occurred. Itis stated that on May 2019 “an order was

=5

Tibetan Childerenina classroom. Photo credit: Free tibet.org

29, Free Tibet (2021, February 1), Teaching Tibetan language in Tibetan schools declared ‘unconstitutional’ https://freetibet.org/news-media/na/teaching-
tibetan-language-declared-unconstitutional

30.Ibid.
31. Ibid.

32. lbid.
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given requiring all schools from the first-grade to the middle level and at county and
township level to stop teaching subjects in Tibetan.” * The reason behind this was given by
local authorities as providing“more academic opportunities for the students.” ** Thiswould
cause the oppositereactionsince such policies would have a negative effect on the Tibetan

culture and knowledge.
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Protests against China's human rights violations on International Human Rights Day. Photo credit: Tibet.net

Concloding Remarks

The international community needs to give larger attention to the events that are
pocurring 1 Tibet. There are countlezz human rights viclations that are carrisd out 1n the

region without the appropriate media coverage.

zlobal Human Eights Defence condemns theze practices and azks the international

community to give support to the Tibetan people 1n any wav, shape or form. It 1z

paramount to shed lizght on what 15 happening in Tibet.
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Refereces

This monthly report mentions some of the Human Rights violations that have happened in the Tibet
in 2020 and in the first month of 2021. Due to the fact that social media and news channels are limited
in Tibet, some of the violations mentioned above may have occurred in the earlier years and only
been reported recently.

Global Human Rights Defence team used various references to highlight these events. Some news
outlets were used and highlighted more than others, therefore GHRD would like to show gratitude to
the following sources:

FreeTibet (freetibet.org)

At the forefront in sharing news about Tibet. Working closely with Tibet Watch, they obtain the latest
information about what occurs in and around Tibet.

International Campaign for Tibet (savetibet.org)

They advocate for the rights of the Tibetan people and implement strategies to solve certain human
rights crises happening in the region.

Human Rights Watch (hrw.org)

Investigation and reporting of the abuse of human rights around the world. They highlight their
campaign as:investigate, expose and change.

GHRD: www.ghrd.org



